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Who will eu us any good? Plalm iv. 6. The 
Tord hall gfoe that which is good. Pſalm 
IXXXV. 12. None that truſt in Him ſhall 
be deſolate. Pſalm xxxiv. 12. Whoſo truſ- 
teth in the Lord, happy is be. Prov. xvi. 20. 
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Cunkisr is the true ſubſtantial goad; a F 
Chriſt is the ſpring of heavenly grace - h 
Chriſt is the hungry ſinner's food d 
Chriſt is life, hope, ayd"righteouiheſs,. _ b 
| R ec 
_ , Chriſt ſtands the object of faith's view ; :; pl 

Cghriſt is the true believer's joy; 
TChbriſt can tlie pow'r ot fin ſub du:: tl 
Chriſt will the lage of bell deſtro r. ſe 
Chbriſt is the ſabſtance of the word: cc 
/ Chriſt is the rock and ſaving wall; | fo 
Chriſt is the everlaſting Lordſddqjqi ly 
| Chrilt is his people's 41 L in 411. ſh 
| Ee | i BY - 
TD VERY man living is fecking after beppineſs; but | _ 
the great hulk of mankind, ſeek it in a wrong | th 
E. way, and therefore they never find it. They ſuppoſe, | he 
that if they can once find means to gratify all their | ar 
appetites, and-can obtain the continuance of thoſe by 
means, they ſhall then be very eaſy, and very bappy. be 
Many of theſe people are ſuffered by Providence to ac 
get all they hunt for, and to be loaded with the | 1 
riches, the honours, and all that the earth .can yield gr 
them; and, when they have got all theſe things, and | no 
the word is amazed at their. ſplendor and felicity, un 
ſome of the poor exalted wretches are permitted to un 
deſtroy themſelves, and thereby make à full procla- a 
mation of their miſery. And others, who go not this W. 


length, go fo far to convince all about them that they 


% 


28 
are wretched, reſtleſs beings, lifted up 


unhappy than common. The world may load a man's 
heart, but it can never fill it. God never made it for 
anv ſuch purpoſe. 

Who, then, will ſhow 1s any good Not the world, 
nor the fleſh; nor the dgvil; for this very plain realon, 
becauſe they have no, geod in themſelves. While a 
man walks after the courſe of this world, and ſeeks 


to indulge his ſenſual feſh, he is only in Jeague with 


the devil, He is, and muſt therefore be miſerable. 
He promiſes. himſelf peace, but finds none. He wearies 
himſelf by hunting a ſhadow, and at laft fits down 
dilappointed. He ſtrives, with all the powers of his 
body and ſoul, to gain a rrtreat from univerſal wretch- 


edneſs; and, if left to thoſe. ln alone, he but 


plunges. the, deeper into it. 

But there is à ſet-of people in | the world who ſay, 
they can ſheu 15+this good. Theſe people call them- 
| ſelves Chriſtian, and they point out to us the 30 of 
God, and the grace of God, as the only ſprings of 
comfort in this dreary world. They ſpeak rightiy; 
for if God cannot make us happy, his creatures ſure · 
ly cannot: And if he promiſes: to do ſo, which we 
ſhall find he does in his word, ke undqubtedly may be 
credited, and we ſhall not be deceived. 

Are then theſe Chriſtians happy? Do they enjoy 
this good? Have. they contented ſpirits? Are their 
hearts at eaſe? Do they rejoice evermore?——The 
are priviledged fo be thus happy (as, we have faid) 
by the word and grace of God, and they onght to 
be fo. But if we look among them, ſhall we find no 
aching hearts, no reſtleſs ſpirits, no unhappy minds? 
I with we could ſay this, for the glory of God's 
grace, and tor the honour of his goſpel. But it can- 
not be ſaid. Many, many profeſſors are as unquiet, as 
unſettled, and as miſerable, as the uubelieving and 


ungodly world about them. Nay, fome of them have 


a gloom, and even allow of a gloom, which the 
warld aims to throw off; and not only are unhappy, 
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like their neighbours, but unlike many of them, ap- 

pear; to be fo. The world, upen this, chasges the 

goſpel with creating an additional melancholy, while 

the goſpel} has no more the cauſe ef that, or any 

ether miſery, than the fun is of darkneſs, + The goſ- 

pel has nothing to do with melancholy, but to drive 
3 it away. Theſe proſeſſors have it not only in them 
= ſelves, but from themſelves. They give to religion 
| a- fiekly complexion, and they make all about them 
ſick of religion. They diſgrace the. truth, without 

doing any act of duty, or uſe; to their own perſons, 

to religion, or to any body. Let us look into this 
matter and examine ſome of thoſe people according 

to their circumſtances, that we may ſhew them briefly 

How they are out of the road, and which is the way 

ro bs happy in a miſerable mi. 
But I ſhould firſt addreſs myſelt-to the man whoſe - 

heart is fixed upon the earth. One ſhould be almoſt 
perſuaded, that he needs not be told, (if one did net 

know the contrary} that he was never yet in the road 

of bappineß; it is a thing ſo plain, and he feels it ſo 
bitterty. Thou art indeed my triend, a poor dying 
creature, of yeſterday was thy birth, and to-merrow 

thou mayeſt be ſtretched out for thy grave. Thy own 

heart proves what I ay, when I tell thee, (or rather 

God's word). that thou haſt all thy life long been ſub-- 

jef# to -bondage,—the bondage of many fooliſh and 

hurtful luſts, which promifed thee much peace, but 


i always deceived thee. Thou never was truly happy. - 
| The reflection on thy paſt lite is painful. Thy preſent 
moments ate reſtleſs, and thou art ſtill graſping after ix 
{omething, thou canſt ſcarce tell after what, Thy gi 
future proſpects are likewiſe all dark and diimal, and di 
. death and judgement are not thought of withovr hor- en 
; ror; yet to death and judgement thou-mult ſhortly he 
come. And canſt thou be dreaming on in thy preſent fre 
nate? Canſt thou be ſo dull and ſtupid as te trifle th 
f upon the borders of the grave, and upon the brink of ov 
bell? Is it of no concern to thee, whether thou pals ey 


| müllions and millious of ages, beyond all number of pe 
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5 1 
date, in miſery or happineſs? Is heaven nothing? is 
Chriſt nothing? is the God who made thee nothing? 
Or canſt thou prefer thy preſent bed of thorns, and 
all the reſtleſs purſuits of an idly buſy world, which 
thou mayeſt quit in à moment, and muſt quit ere long, 
to the folid happineſs God hath to beſtow both here 
andhereafter ?Thon doſt prefer it, and wilt preter 
it to thy own deſtruction, if the God who made thee 
do not reſcus thee from thy deluſon and wadneis. 
Thon wilt ſleep on in all the ſtupidity of evil, and 
2 at his word, and ſcoff at his religion, unie's Al- 
grace awake thee, and give rice lite from the 
death of ſin. And if chou final fy deft in this awful 
and*imenitent ſtate of mind, (O hear it and tremble!) 
thou wilt die and be damned forever, Mat zvt. 16, 
God Almighty pive thee repentance to life, and then 
| thou ſhalt” be happy through all eternity; hook, but. 
do not depend upon miniſters as ſaints, they are men 
like thyſelf. They can do no further good * ian the 
Lord appoints. They are but like mtruments of 
mufic in themſelves and require the finger of the liring 
God to make them give a right ſouni, and to keep 
them in tune. To be happy and &tablithed,” thou 
muſt Took 6ey9nd ſuch poor creatures as they are, and 
all other creatures; to their maſter, Chriſt, - Live u · 
pon him, and+thon ſhalt be at reſt: Depend upon him 
imply and elone, and thou ſhalt not want for happi- 
neſs, Sce Ifaiah xxvi. 3- 1 Cor. ii. throughout. <_ 
in. 46. 

Many loſe much of the . of grace by 4175 1t- 
Iz75 with others.” But it is one ching to cGipuze for 
grace, and another to diſbute with grace, If a ma 
diſpute to gain an argument, or to ſhew eff bimſelf. 
even though it be upon the foundeſt article of zich. 
he wilt find no refreſhment from the Lord, no thaah⸗ 
from his maſter. Contend fingly for God's glory, ard 
then cootend earneitlys thou wilt be iow in thine 
own eyes, white thou aimeft to cxait the truth in the 
eyes df others. If men wit! gainiay, or diipute with 
paſſion and pride, it may be gelt for chee to fl, to 
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thy maſter, and Uike John) quietly lean upon the 
beſom of Jeſus. Thou 2 find more happiaeſs In a 


few minutes communion with him, than, in hearing or 


gaining all the arguments in "the world.” See I Fim. 
vi. 3. 2 Tim ii. 14. 24. 1. Fet. ii. 3. 

But do other perfecute thee for the cauſe of Chriſt ? 

- See that it be indeed foe Chriſt, and then rejoice, and 

be exceeding glad. This is an honour whic 3s Teldom 

mact with in our day. The apoſtles, prophets, and 


_ © martyrs, enjoyed it before thee, Thou wilt find, that 


as trables increaſe For Chriſt, confolations will abound 
by him. No belierer ever locked back upon p erfery- 
tion with" regret, It exer eſtabliſhes in Me truth. 
When ſarthei or mother farſake us, when all our bo- 
ſom friends turns us off, becauſe of Jeſus he wil take 


us up, and give us more comfort in one hour, thaw a 
thoufand of them cov}d do throu gbout their Tives: 


See Luke xviii. 29. 20. Phil. i. 29. 2 Tim. in. 12. 2 
Pet. in. *4. Rom. yin. 18. 2 Cor. i. 5. 6. 7. 1 
Isa times of general diſtreſt and trouble, when the 

Kingdoms of the earth are-moved, and all the world 
ſeems in an uproar, Jeſus is with his people to hide 
them in his hand, or to make them appear glorious 
by his grace. [Believer no evil {hall come nigh thee, 
nor any plague.annoy.chy dwelling. Thou ſhalt ſaffer 
nothing but what: will do thee good. In all events 
thou art priv iledged to receivg a happineſs from Chriſt, 
which the world cannot give ner take away. It is a 
branch of faith's victory to overcome the world and 
all the troubles that ariſe upon it. Be not diſmayed, 
thou art a part of God's portion which the devil can- 
not touch; ard if the devil is too weak, how murh 
weaker is man? Let bell roar, and earth rage, thy 
rock” is fixed, thy peace, built upon it, is ſate: thy 
name, written in heaven, cannot he blotted out; and 
God will-give thee as much happineſs all the way tlii- 
ther, as is proper for thy real warfare, and his own 
glory. And more than this, who but a fool would defire? 

dee Plalm xxvii. 3. Matth. xxiv, 6. Mark XI. 7. 
kube xxi. 9. Exek. xxxiv. 27. | 
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In the hour of death, the hapymeſꝭ I would point 
to will then be about to he completed. Dear Chriſ- 
tian, thy Lord will not, Annot forfake thee. He will 
carry thee ſafely ovge Jordan, and perhaps comforta- 
bly through. it, 3F.it be for his glory: at fürtheſt, 


— #4 


thou wilt and comfort enough on the other ſide. 
What a gtacious Lord have we!—Comfort in profpe- 
Ley, comfort in tribulation, comfort in ſickneſs, hap- 
piheſs in torment, pleaſure in perſecution, peace in tu- 
mults, riches in poverty, ſafety among diſtreſſes, hope 
in darkneſs, life and joy in death, and a wkole heaven 
to all eternity | O what manner of love is this? Is it 
thus to bo a believer: thus to be a Chriſtiàn indeed! 
O thou filly blind world, doſt thou deſpiſe and laogh 
at the Chriſtian ? With how much more reaſon doth 
he commiſearte and pity thee ? - de be; pt 
Thus it appears that the life of a Chriſtian is the 
only happy life, and that therefore the only way to be 
happy. in a miſerable world is to become one, It alſo 
appears, that Chriſtians live out of themſelves, and a- 
bove the. creatures, for this happineſs; and that it 5s 
their intereſt and privilege go {eek all they want, aud 
tofind all they ſeek, in Chiriſt Jeſus alone. He is 
their head of influence, and of wiſdom. Hle is their 
righteouſneſs, and their ſtrength. They have holiveſs 
in him and througk him. He is their guard and their 
guide, their hope, and their all. In proportion as 
they lean upon him, they find a will to deſire, and a 
ſtrength to do what is right. His will ſwallowing 
up their's, or their will meekly ſurrendered up to his, 
is, one grand pillar of all their happineſs. Thus, if he 
wills them poverty, they are contented, becaule it is 
his will, and the beſt providence for them. Luther. 
heartily bleſſed God for his poverty, and there are 
many bleſſings in it, which the poor ſaints will one 
day thank God for, though a carnal werld cannot 
comprehend tlem. It was a ſweet word of a good 
man, We ſhall praiſe God more hereafter for our 
©< loffes and croſſes, for our ſickneſs and ſor row, aud 
* other tribulations here below, than foc all the fine 


aol bread to carry us thither? if we can believe in God 


ſee a ſingle Rep of our way before us, it is the more 


(3 


e pleaſing things we enjoyed in the world put to- 
© vether;” Reſignatiau, my dear fellow traveller, 
is thy privilege, intereſt add duty, as well as mine. 
Chear up, my friend, it is but a Wort way farther add 
we ſhall be at our journey's end. I give thee my 
hand and my heart, let me likewiſe have. thine, If 
we are pilgrims, Jet us be joyful pilgrims. Let us re- 
joice in the Lord of the-pilgrims, and again I ſay re- 
joice. If the world be dull and wretched, it has rea- 
ſon; but: why ſhoutd we be forrowful ? We have a 
thoufand promiſes for this world, and all the heaven 
of heavens before us. Beſides, Chriſt is with us, and 
we are going to his God and our God. It our gar- 
ments hang trailing after us, let gird them up; in o- 
ther words, if our hearts (like Lot's wife) caſt a lin- 
gering look after the world, let us check them with 
this thought, that God alone is the ſtrength of our 
heart, and our portion for ever. Let us truſt all in 
his hands, and ſurely then it ſhall all be ſafe. If the 
Lord will give us heaven, will he deny us a few cruſts 


for our ſouls, cannot we much more depend upon him 
for our bodies? In ng caſe, however, can we move a 
ftraw for ourlelves without him; and as we cannot 


our wildom and our comfort to walk by faith, and 
to live by faith upon him. And what a bleſſed life is 
this! how happy, how ſecure, how glorious! The 
fleſh crucified, the world under our feet, the devil caſt 
down, death vanquiſhed, and Chriſt alone exalted !— 
Chriſtian, Chriſtian, how is thy heart within thee ? Is 
there no ſenſe of happineſs from all this? No ſublime 
joy, no tranſporting view !—t cannot wrong thee ſo 
much as to doubt it. Give me thy hand, brotber or 
uſter, and thus let ws walk on and ſhew-to all around 
us, That this is tbe way to be happy in a miſerable 
world. "OG STR | 


THE END 


